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1. The September 1951 shake-up within the Czech Communist Party
was the climax of a long-standing disagreement on policy
administration between two groups in the Czech CP hierarchy.
One aroup was composed of the moderates, such as Gottwald,
Zapdtocky, Dolansky, Siroky and Nosek; the other clique
made up of the more radical element, was led by Budolf Slansky
and included Frank, Geminder and Bares. Both factions were
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L gtmpletely loyal to Moscow, and both saw as tiair
" aal. the complete Sovietization of Czechoslav _

difference hétween the two groups lay 1n the ds they
#dvoeated to atiain this goal. Preslident Gobtw:1ld and hig
‘brkers favored taking on# siep at 2 time, each time cons
#plidating gains; they also had more regard for Czech
ingtitutions and the Peslings of the people. Slansky and his
*adical Followers favored a more rapid, ruthless pace; they
were determined to complete the Sovietizatlion process asg
dulekly as possible, particularly with regard to Sgricultural
sllpetivization. This met with bitter epposition and re-
sgptment on the part of the farmers, The more they were prodded,
the iess they produced; quotas Werentt filled, #nd cpllecs
tivization 3imp'1¥,ﬁidh"t work out,. Shops could be shub down
and forced out of business; thie couldn’t be done to the
Parmers. NWevertheless, Slansky and Co adypcated a qulek
‘change-oYer, regardless of the economic hardships brought
aAbout gs a result of thelr metheds.

P, Tn 1948 Slansky was the man of the howr in Czechosloyikisy
piyaling Gemindsr in popularity. This was true until
Qetober 1950 when Marie Svermova, at that time a deputy
Seoretsry General of the Czech Communist Party, wWas arrvested
#nd charged with attempting e cpup digtat against Gottwald and
Blansky. Slansky spoke at the meeting of the CP chalrman«
ship in Februsry 1951 and compared the Svermova and Sling
sages . I have never thought that there was any relation ‘
between the twop Slansky's charges at the time were ridiewlous.
Later in 1951, Slansky acted as main spokesman of the Czech
Comminist Party at & meeting of the leaders of the Sloyak CP.
In the meantime, the purges had continued, embraclng npt only
Hyermova and Sling (District Communist Party Chalrman for
Brno), bub &lso Clementis, (fnu) Fuche (District CP Chalr~
man for Moravsks Ostrayva), Polak (Ristriet Chairman for the
LP im;Bwntial&va,-Lomsky'(CP Chelirman for Plzen)s and the
Digtriet CP Chairmen im Usti nad Labem, whose name I sannotk
pecall, The eonflict between the Gotiwald and Slansky
fagtions grew apace, I do not believe, however, that anyone
plopely connected with Slansky was purged before
September 1951,

3y 'The conflict hetween Slansky and Gotiwald was sharpened by

" the September reorganization of the CP, and Jlansky’s sub+
-gequent demission. I believe GQobtiwald had succeeded in per-
suading Moscow that Slansky was of np further uge. Gotiwald
‘ha#l eharged $lansky with negligence; one of his supporting
“apguments was the fact thap Blansky hed been Beergtary
fteneral of the Czech CP when both Arthur London and Col Pavel
Mere appointed, (The responsibility feor sppointments to
important government ggsitians rests wltimately with the CP
‘Beeretary General.) London (Vice-Minister for Forelgn Affairs)
and Pavel (DPeputy Minister of Interior) had been arrested in
February or March 1951 Slansky's selfwrenunslation and
Mgonfession™ shortly before his arrest were, of course,
‘mandatory, but they may have been bona flde., Onece one starts
glipping from = position of promineénce, he 1s attacked by
more and more pecple; for thls reason also Blansky Was
doomed, Various persons throughout the government who may
have given Slansky's name a8 refereénce are undoubtedly
firdlre ~temselves in €ovewhst embgrecanine pasiiions,
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4, Bvents had followed the ususl Communist pattern of flrst
dotng #way Witk the supporters so that there would be ng
e l1eft to defend the lemder; Arrests started with
Brung Koehler; former chlef of the CP's cadre systen, #nd
frcluded Jorsf FPrank, Guetav Bares, Bedrich Geminder (all
Slemsky's {ormer deputies); Richard Slsnsky, brother of

Rudolf and chief of the Press Sectlon of the Minlstry of
Forelgn Affairs, was arrested lake in November 1951, Jfust
‘prior to Rudolf Slansky's arrest and Gottwald's announce- .

‘Went of the conepirscy. (It wae inevitable that Rig

‘should be dismissed, as he owed his position to his brather;
he may have been succeeded by Jirl Melssner, ”Rude Prayo™
‘gpreespondent at the UN sesslon in Paris,) These listed
‘abpve Were generally regarded as Slansky's followersi nob

‘¢nly Were they his main support, they held impoptant. Pﬁﬁiﬂma

B, In my opinion, recent events prove that Presldent Gotiwald ls,
"~ in realify, the strong man in Czechoslovakla, that he alweys
hes been, and that the West hap comsldersbly wulwrrated
ﬁ{ﬁ ‘sharacter, Emﬁ_itim, and sbility to win politiesl
ptE1e8 —-m With Moscowls RRpking.
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